The perichondrial cutaneous graft and "flip-flop" flap in facial reconstruction: a series of 41 cases.
Reconstruction of defects of the nose and eyelids can be challenging. The standard surgical options include full thickness skin grafts and local flaps. Another technique that offers a reliable and dimensionally stable one-stage reconstruction is the perichondrial cutaneous graft. The donor site is closed with the postauricular flip-flop flap. We have used these techniques in a series of 41 consecutive patients. Good or excellent aesthetic reconstructions were obtained in 39 cases, with 3 complications: 1 failed graft, and 2 small postauricular wound dehiscences. The perichondrial cutaneous graft can produce excellent cosmetic results when it is used to reconstruct complex defects of the nose and eyelid. Closure of the donor site in the conchal bowl with the flip-flop flap is a reliable and elegant technique.